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By thoe CLOSE-UP tcam
HE confusion surround-he_sp

of Gerald Brooke, the Shef-.

his Finchley home from
Soviet prison camp at P
ma, centres on one Yita
question: Was Brooke an in-
nocent idealist, or was
something much closer to a

1spy?
;secame involved wi
“anti - Soviet

The story of how he be-

‘throws light on his curious
television confession that he
was delving into activities
“close to espionage.” .

~ ! The story of Gerald Brooke

" 'begins in Sheffield,

.

Yorkshire,
where he was born on July 15,
1037. His father, a staunch trade

. unionist, was a salesman for a

builder’s merchant. His mother,
in Brooke's own words at his
trial, “deprived herself of all the
necessities" in giving him the
best possible education. .

Marion Brooke, now widowed,
passcd onm to her son the
Mecthodist jdeals of sclf-better-
ment that were to take him from
the terraced house in Pearson
Place, Sheffield, to Oxford and|
Moscow Universitics.

Brooke's love for Nussia stem-

- 'med from Dr, Waltor Chapman,”
“ this old lleadmaster at Firth Parlg
" ,School, Sheffield. Chapman spot-’

‘ted his taient for languages and
put him into a Russian language
.class at the school when he wa?
.only 12 ‘ 1

Chapman recalled: “T rememt
‘ber Gerald well, He was hrighﬂ;
intelligent and rather cxtrovcrt.’,‘.‘

Brooke joined _the Scouts}i

. Sheffield’s 46th St. Paul's Norton,

- he was a Queen’s Scout, being

[o]

Lees troop. By February 1954‘
‘chosen to attend the Eighth Jam- .,
bhoree in Canada in 1055, )

e left home for Lo in’
11956 to_take a ﬂ:rcc-ycamr:ﬁg‘(
-at the London University School

1

“Studies. C |
degree in Russian with honours, |

ing the release last week ®

2k ate research on a 19th-cen
ficld lecturer now back in Russian writer,

lamnts and were
m

happened to DBrooke.

th a Russian joyed during his visit was skiing
organisation on the outskirts of Moscow.
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After taking a B.A. ]

ent a year in Moscow on

British' Council scholarship.

In Moscow he did post-gradu-
tury !

Comparcd with .
the Russian _students, DBrooke and-
ot. other Englishmen had  high

allowed to,

ave about reasonably frecly.
Some of the English students

be found themselves being followed -
when they moved about Moscow;

this rarely.
. One of
the things he particularly en-

strangely enough,

year in  Moscow
ade him aware of
other more sinister aspects oi’l
Russian life. Every student re-
ceived a Forcign Office bricfing.
before they set off, warning
them about the K.G.B. )
. And in their first week there
the students” were  already
talking among themsclves about.
the men who trailed them round
the strects—occasionally  so
obviously that it sccmed as if
they wanted to be noticed. .

The following year found him
back in Britain at Oxford doing
a ycar's Diploma of Education
course, This was_followed by’
three yecars teaching Russian.:
and French at Iele's School,!
Soulam, Excter, acting as Scout-,
master of the school troop. ,

In April 1962 Brooke returned
to Sheflicld to marry Barbara
Brown, a  night-watchman's
daughter. She had becn worke,
ing in various .Shefficld branch!
libraries _and had risen to the’
post of Scnior Assistant in the,
Comymerce, S ind
logy section of the city’s central
library. :

*They got marricd at Hanover
Chapel, a great draughty ha
of a place now no longer in
use,” said a friend. “ She woro
white, and the gucsts wero
mainly fr
Gera

g FUb TR RReL

‘of the couplo, told

Brooke's
would have m

ld’s old school”™,

A8 e

*of Law, Lar v .
! merce. His-wife took a librarian'y

(INE
‘

‘Jeges, had learned of the N.T:

"most active of the many
" tical Russian émigré groups scate

cienco and Techno- .

lends from the chapel,

Approved For Relea"é’&é@@% ?g@g‘ihﬂbss-m315R0004000,§ppg1
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From Cucei’s

ncercover courler

“There is onc word that acse,
cribes her perlectly:  staunch,
She is a very strong-willed person

‘. indeed. I have tremendous ad-

miration for her.”

From the West Country,
Brooke moved to London, tcach-
jing Russian to other school-

¢! teachers at the Holborn College

Languapges and ' Com-

job for the London Borough of

© o .- liCamden. . ;

They settied in. They bought’

! a house with a garden in High-
“wood Avenue, North Finchley.

Anyone visiting the house was
1eft in no doubt as to the couple's
interests: the rooms seemed to
be full of bookshelves, virtually
a library of books in Russian,
‘about Russia,
 But there were other books in
other Jlanguages. Brooke also-
spoke French, German, Italian’
and- Spanish, ;

By this time, DBrooke, like
many others in the Russian
departments of schools and col

(Popular Labour Alliance), t
poli-

tered throughout the world,

It 18 dedicated to the over-
throw of the Soviet regime and
to the establishment of a demo-
cratic system in Russia,

One lecturer in Russian teld
CLOSE-UP: “I ran up against
the N.T.S. in London when I was
at the London School of Eco-
nomics. Naturally I made all
kinds of Russian friends and
through dinner parties and at
seminars I came into contact
with N.T.S. members.

“Nobody ever asked me dir-
ectly to become an N.T.S.

courier, but two -or three times

during  conversations, : people
were obviously waiting for me to
offer” | .

Brooke was approached in
exactly this way. His background

and reliability were checked. .

Somecone in the organisation who
knew him told us: * Gerald was,
never a formal member of the
N.T.S. He was approached in
1965 by a sympathiser .in Brit-

. ain”

In Germany, CLOSE-UP was
given the oflicial N.T.5. version
of what Brooke was doing for.
the organisation when he arrived
fn Moscow with his wife and a
)imrty of young tourists on April

. . ]

Brooke, arrcsted seven days.
after arriving in the Russian
capital, had gone to Moscow on

"his own initiative and his own
 money, say the N.T.8. -

“For ideological reasons he
agreed to carry out certain
' work N.T.S. There wcxo

. three
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CLOSE-JP: were concealed i and to . give;

commissions: , to post ..
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Yurii Titov a letter and copy of

the ‘ Gospels "

It was while Brooke was vis-
iting Konstantinov, a 29-yecar-old
medical research scientist, that
three plain-clothes Russian secu-
rity men called at the apart
ment and bundled Brooke away
in a car.

Brooke was later sentenced
for ‘ subversive aclivities” to a
year in prison and four years in
a lahour colony.

How far was Gerald Brooke’s
offence “a minor infringement”
which produced *“savage penal-
ties”—the line taken by Sir Alec
Douglas-Home in the Commons
debate last week?

. On television Drooke admitted
that he had been carrying
coding instructions for receiving
radio signals in Russia. *“They
had _a much more close con-
nection . with  espionage than.
anti-Soviet literature” he said.
Whether his offence deserved
e savage penalty depends on -
the importance of the N.T.S.

To many Russian-speaking
academics the N.T.5. 13 best
known for the material it pub-
lishes in its literary quarterly,
Grani. These are manuscripts of

LY

‘movels, short stories and poems,

oftcn of the highest literary
“calibre, smufigled out of Russia
where censorship forbids their
publicatign. )
"1 was assured this was its
‘main activity,” one Russjan

Y
v !

c\gar@r‘ﬂak‘g,,

tecacher told us, “and that it ‘
met with general approval in the

West.?

In fact the Russian Press takes | |

it far more scriously, making fre-
-quent claims that it is hand-in
glove with the CI.A, and h

'secret agents déditated to the '

:infiltration of the State,

ters in Payis, and a Swiss bank-
account for contributions, TIts
main publicity and publishing

The N.T.S. has its hcadquar-f .

centre is in Frankfurt, where it~

enjoys political asylum, .

It claims thousands of mems’
bers in the West, particularly.
in the United States and Canada,
and maintains that it is financed
.only by friends' and members'
contributions. It says that any.
oflicial C.LA. or government

money ‘is out of the question: '

although possibly ageacics may

try to subsidise their activities,

with_the help.of “private spon-’

sors.”
It claims never to have agreed

' to carry out intelligence work,

and its main work is anti-Sovict
propaganda. Two small N.T.S.
radio transmitters becam Radio

daily.
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Frc‘e Russia for up to ten bours | .’
The - N.T.S. hcadquarters ‘fn|



